
ACCESSING INFORMATION
FROM PROVINCIAL
LEGISLATURES: A NATIONAL
OVERVIEW



Access to information is a fundamental right entrenched
in our Constitution. At its core, access to information
empowers and educates to allow for civil society, and
the wider public, to monitor, intervene and participate
in parliamentary processes and scrutinize decision
making by legislatures. It also enables them to hold
both the Executive and Parliament accountable

However, the right of access to information is only as
good as the quality and availability of information

**our experience/perspective might differ (in some
respect) from other organisations.

 



11 commmittees monitored

Detailed reports: audio,
documents, attendance

Western Cape
Provincial
Parliament 



Programmes
Committees

List of MPLs
Basic contact details
People's Assembly

GENERAL INFO ON PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURES



PMG website: Provincial Legislatures



PMG website: Provincial Legislatures' programmes



PMG website: WCPP info



PMG website: MPL profiles



Websites

Websites are the rudimentary points of entry
when trying to access information on the
legislatures
Main objectives? Basic information?
Doing a check a few days ago, 2 of the 9
provincial legislature websites were down.
Inconsistencies 



Accessing
information

Programmes and schedule of
meetings
List of MPLs / memberships /
constituencies 
Calls for comment 
State of the Provinces / Budgets
WCPP Annual Reports
Inconsistencies 



SOCIAL MEDIA

Differentiated use
Twitter: 6 of 9
Active?
Missed opportunities?



ESTABLISHING
RELATIONSHIPS

The “who” in
establishing
relationships with
the provincial
legislatures is a key
point



Overall our experience in gaining access to the
PLs has been a mixed bag – there are areas where
PLs do relatively well in providing access and
others where much work is required. Without a
doubt, there are large inconsistencies in and

between the legislatures.


